Charity in Retford is awarded £150,000.00 after their innovative
services impress major UK funder
The Garfield Weston Foundation more than doubles its £5m anniversary fund to
over £11m to support over 150 charities across UK after overwhelming demand
Bassetlaw Action Centre, which promotes the independence of older and vulnerable people
has been awarded £150,000.00 from one of the UK’s largest charitable funders. The funding
will enable the charity to purchase a building. The Garfield Weston Foundation says small
community charities are rising to the challenge of facing unprecedented demand for their
services by being proactive and innovative.
The Foundation has more then doubled its £5m capital fund to over £11m so it can support
over 150 charities and community organisations across the UK.
The Weston Anniversary Fund was launched earlier this year to provide funding to charities to
improve their existing facilities or provide new ones as part of the Foundation’s 60th year. The
Trustees took the decision to more than double the fund after receiving over 2,300
applications, with over 60% from charities that have never applied to them before.
Lynn Tupling, Chief Executive of Bassetlaw Action Centre says:
We welcome this Garfield Weston funding, as it will enable us to purchase a building to
operate our valuable services for many years to come. Grant funding is becoming rare these
days and the savings made on our annual rent expenditure can now be used to provide the
many charitable services that we offer.
Penny B, who is supported by the charity says:
The volunteers from the Action Centre have been a lifeline to me. I have used the
drivers to take me shopping since my husband died and I use their home support
service to give me a bit of extra help with things I can no longer do. I think it is
marvellous that they have been recognised for all the help they give to all of us.
The Garfield Weston Foundation’s Director, Philippa Charles, says:
“What really impressed our Trustees is the amount of volunteering and community
involvement that’s going on across the UK. We heard about so many amazing projects
involving local people who are helping their communities thrive - regardless of cuts, Brexit
debates and other challenges.
The response from charities to this new fund clearly demonstrates the voluntary sector is
proactive and energetic; far from the complacency it is sometimes accused of.
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Yet we can also see the level of need that exists in our local communities and how much the
services charities provide are so desperately needed. The impact of these grants will be
significant, with benefits for many people lasting years.”
From community centres providing services for isolated older people to organisations tackling
youth and gang crime, the funding from the Weston Anniversary Fund will help charities from
across the UK provide more and better services in their communities. A recent survey by the
Foundation found that two-thirds (66%) of small charities1 expect their income to stay the
same or decline this year, yet over half (55%) expect to be delivering more services. Getting
help with refurbishments or a new building has been highlighted by charities as important as it
helps them earn new income.
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Notes to Editor:
For further information, local charity case studies, or to request an interview, please contact:
Lynn Tupling on:
01777 709650 or ltupling@bassetlawactioncentre.org.uk
Gemma Davidson on:
M:07986 396571 or gemma.davidson1@icloud.com
Anna Bailey and Andreas Pritchard, Project Associates, on:
T:0207 321 0773/ M: 07387 107136 or GWF@projectassociatesltd.com

Garfield Weston Foundation
Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2018, the Garfield Weston Foundation is a family-founded
charitable grant-making foundation which supports causes across the UK with grants totalling
over £60million each year. 2018 also marks its £1billionth donation since it was established.
One of the largest and most respected charitable institutions in the UK, the Weston Family
Trustees are descendants of the founder and they take a highly active and hands-on
approach. The Foundation’s funding comes from an endowment of shares in the family
business which includes Twinings, Primark, Kingsmill (all part of Associated British Foods Plc)
and Fortnum & Mason amongst others - a successful model that still endures today; as the
businesses have grown so too have the charitable donations.
From small community organisations to large national institutions, the Foundation supports a
broad range of charities and activities that make a positive impact in the communities in which
they work. Over 1,500 charities across the UK benefit each year from the Foundation’s grants.
The Bassetlaw Action Centre provides a range of sources of practical help, advice and
information to older people, vulnerable people and people with long term health
conditions. This includes a community transport project, a stroke/neuro support
service, a housing advice service, home support, befriending, support to self-help
groups and self-management courses for people with long term conditions. The

1 Charities with an annual income of less than £500,000. The survey is based on responses
from 149 small charity leaders.
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organisation utilises the services of around 80 volunteers and its reach is throughout
Bassetlaw. In addition to the essential services the organisation delivers, clients
receive a holistic service through established partner referral routes (using the North
Notts Support Partnership). The building is open to the public daily and hosts IT and
basic skills training, meeting rooms and office space.
If you want to give something back in your local community and have a small amount of
time to give, contact the Bassetlaw Action Centre and make a difference locally by
offering essential support to someone who needs a bit of help or who are lonely or
isolated and just in need of a friendly face to have a chat with.
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